
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK DE-DESIGNATION REPORT 
 

President (Riverboat) 
 
 

Designated:  December 20, 1989 
 
Location: Scattered over two acres in three separate locations around St. Elmo, 

Illinois  
 
Owner:  David Campbell     (217) 493-9056 
   17866 N US HWY 45 
   Effingham, Illinois 62401 
 
SHPO Contact: Anne Haaker       (217) 785-5027 
   Deputy SHPO 
   Preservation Services  

#1 Old State Capitol Plaza  
Springfield, Illinois 62701-1507  

    
 
 
 
Justification for Withdrawing Landmark Designation:   
 
During the spring of 2009, the President was dismantled at its mooring location in Alton, Illinois 
and moved by truck to a temporary holding area in St. Elmo, Illinois.  It took over 100 semi-
trailer loads to transport the 65 foot high, 300 foot long and 84 foot wide riverboat. The owner 
plans to reassemble the boat on a small lake in St. Elmo for use as a hotel and conference center.  
It will be placed upon concrete piers in a newly dug pit near the lake. The pit will be flooded 
after the reconstruction to give the appearance that the riverboat is on the water.  The President 
has already suffered from neglect and earlier alterations to accommodate gambling.  Both the 
earlier gambling alterations and the present actions taken to relocate the ship have removed all 
aspects of integrity from this National Historic Landmark.  The President has ceased to meet the 
criteria for designation because the qualities which originally led it to be designated have been 
destroyed [36 CFR 65.9 (b)(1)].   
 
 
Significance of the Landmark:   
 
The President was built in 1924 as the steam packetboat Cincinnati. In 1933, it was converted 
into an excursion boat. More stringent safety requirements of the time encouraged John 
Streckfus, the new owner, to rebuild the entire superstructure of steel. The boilers were moved 
from the main deck to new positions in the hull below decks. The boat was stripped and rebuilt 
from the hull up. The new superstructure took the same general form as the old but replaced two 
decks of cabins with a two-deck high Grand Salon (ballroom). A band stand was placed to one 
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side of a large wooden dance floor. Art Moderne ornamentation and styling replaced the 
Victorian Steamboat Gothic of Cincinnati. Streckfus Steamers renamed the boat President and 
advertised it as "the New 5 Deck Luxury Super Steamer, Biggest and Finest On The Upper 
Mississippi." 
 
President traveled during the majority of the year and went to New Orleans for the winter 
months when low water and cold weather made operation difficult. The ship travelled north as 
the winter ended, following the warm weather, with no definite schedule.  President would stop 
at any port where it could take on passengers and hold performances.  By August the boat had 
travelled upriver to St. Paul and then gradually worked its way back south again. 
 
The mode of propulsion was changed in 1978. The great length and huge area presented to the 
wind by President made her difficult to maneuver, even with independent sidewheels. The 
sidewheels were removed and replaced by 1000 horsepower diesel engines. The new propulsion 
units made the boat much safer and fit unobtrusively into the wheelhouses. The boilers and steam 
engines were retained but no longer operated.  
 
Condition of Landmark:   
 
At the time of its designation as an NHL, the President was docked in St. Louis, Missouri, where 
it served as a local cruise ship. In 1990, it moved to Davenport, Iowa and was converted to a 
floating casino.  The President retired from duty permanently in 1999. After that it was moored 
briefly in Mississippi, Tennessee and, most recently, in Illinois.  During the spring of 2009, the 
President was dismantled at its mooring location in Alton, Illinois and moved by truck to a 
temporary holding area in St. Elmo, Illinois.  The current owner plans to reassemble the boat on 
a small lake in St. Elmo for use as a hotel and conference center.   
 
Recommendation:   
 
The property no longer retains its historical integrity and, therefore, National Historic Landmark 
(NHL) designation should be withdrawn.  The Illinois State Historic Preservation Office concurs 
with this decision to de-designate the President and also in removing the property from the 
National Register of Historic Places.   
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